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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
NINE TO RECEIVE ALUMNI AWARDS AT HOMECOMING
CHARLESTON. IL--One of the highlights of Eastern Illinois
University's Homecoming activities will be the presentation
of nine University alumni awards during a Homecoming alumni/awards
luncheon at 11 a.m. Saturday. Oct. 14. in the Union Grand
Ballroom.
Each year during Homecoming, the University presents
the Distinguished Alumnus Award to one or more of its most
outstanding alumni. who through their accomplishments and
service , have brought credit to their alma mater.
"Being named a Distinguished Alumnus is the highest
honor the Alumni Association can bestow upon a former student."
said Eastern President Stan Rives .

The award recipients are

nominated by a Distinguished Alumnus Awards Committee composed
of faculty and alumni appointed by Rives.
-more-
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Among the Distinguished Alumnus Award recipients are
John A. Dively and Robert C. Waddell. both of Charleston;
Violet P. Meyer of Toledo. Ohio; Margaret "Peggy" Allan of
Greenville; Robert A. Bain of Chapel Hill, N.C.; Marvin E.
Edwards of Dallas. Texas . and Joan Embery of San Diego, Calif.
Michael L. Weaver of Charleston has been chosen to receive
the Alumni Service Award, an award presented to an alumnus
who has displayed outstanding volunteer service to Eastern.
Jennifer A. Schulze of Chicago is the recipient of the
Outstanding Young Alumnus Award, an award presented to an
alumnus who has graduated within the last 10 years and who
has excelled in his/her new career and/or public service.
Dively ('54), principal of Charleston Junior High School.
has 35 years experience in Illinois public schools.
He initiated the first state gifted program in the Charleston
schools and the first Head Start program.
Waddell ('47) has been a leader on the local, state,
national and international levels in working for the improvement
of physics education and the training of physics teachers.
Currently a Charleston real estate developer. Waddell
was a professor of physics at Eastern from 1948 to 1981 and
has been a professor emeritus since then.
Meyer ('39). who recently retired from the University
of Toledo where she was an associate professor of communications
and human resources management. was formerly a supervisor
of art in the Mattoon school system.
-more-

ADD 2/2/2/2

ALUMNI AWARDS

She recently co-authored an article on women in personnel
in The Human Resource Journal.
Allan ('71). a seventh-grade social studies and language
arts teacher at Greenville Junior High School and social studies
department chairperson. was named the Illinois Teacher of
the Year in 1988.
She was also one of 12 recipients of the 1988 Illinois
Distinguished Educator Award. which recognizes teachers' contributions
to elementary and secondary education in Illinois.
Bain ('54) was recently appointed as Bowman and Gordon
Gray Professor of Undergraduate Teaching at the University
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.
A professor of English at UNC since 1977. Bain has also
served as mentor of the Lyndhurst Program. an experimental
graduate program in training teachers of literature and composition
since 1984.
Edwards ('67) was named general superintendent of the
Dallas Independent School District in June last year.

He

previously was superintendent of the Topeka (Kan.) public
schools and Joliet Township high schools.
He is a member of the American Association of School
Administrators, Texas Association of School Administrators
and Phi Delta Kappa.
Embery ('86). International Goodwill Ambasssador for
the San Diego Zoo. has had numerous television appearances.
radio interviews and speaking engagements concerning

captive

breeding. habitat preservation and the value of wildlife.
-more-
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An alumnus of the Board of Governors Bachelor of Arts
degree program, she is best known for numerous appearances
on "The Tonight Show," starring Johnny Carson and "Animal
Express" and "Animals of Africa," two internationally syndicated
shows hosted by Embery.
Weaver ('73) was re-elected last fall to his second term
to the Illinois House of Representatives for the 106th District.
He was an instructor in the Lumpkin College of Business for
10 years before being elected in 1984.
He has been instrumental behind the effort of the Coleman
Hall annex now under construction and has helped the city
and surrounding area by obtaining funding for the Charleston
Dam and "Build Illinois" projects.
Schulze ('80) has been a producer and writer at WLS-TV
in Chicago since 1984.

She received an Emmy Award in 1987

in the spot news category for several broadcasts she produced
on the flooding in the Chicago area.
Schulze, an EIU journalism graduate, was a general assignment
reporter and weekly hostess and producer for a public affairs
talk show at WCIA-TV in Champaign.
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